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Biden pushed to speak out more as U.S. democracy concerns grow 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden has gotten 
the same troubling ques- 
tions from worried world 
leaders, ones that he never 
thought he would hear. 

"Is America going to be 
all right?" they ask. "What 
about democracy in Amer- 
icag" 

While Biden has tried to 
offer America's allies as- 
surances, he has only oc- 
casionally emphasized 
the gravity of the threat to 
democracy from the Jan. 
6 insurrection at the USS. 
Capitol and the repeated 
lie from the man he defeat- 
ed, Donald Trump, that the 
2020 election was stolen. 
And he's not discussed the 
very real concerns about 
a growing collection of 
insurrection sympathizers 
installed in local election 
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posts and changes by Re- 
publicans to election laws 
in several states. 
Now, as the anniversary 
of that deadly day nears, 
the Democratic president 
is being urged to reorder 
priorities and use the pow- 
ers of his office to push vot- 
ing rights legislation that its 
adherents say could be the 
only effective way to coun- 
ter the rapidly emerging 
threats to the democratic 
process. 
The tension in Biden’s ap- 
proach reflects his balanc- 
ing of the urgent needs 
of Americans to make 
progress on the highly vis- 
ible issues of the corona- 
virus pandemic and the 
economy and the less vis- 
ible, but equally vital, issue 
of preserving trust in elec- 
tions and government. 
Continued on next page 
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President Joe Biden delivers a speech on voting rights at the National Constitution Center, on July 
13, 2021, in Philadelphia. 
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Continued from Front 

The president plans to de- 
liver a speech on Jan. 6 
focused on sustaining de- 
mocracy — voting rights 
won't be part of the re- 
marks but will be the topic 
of another speech soon, 
White House aides said. 

In his recent commence- 
ment address at South 
Carolina State University, 
Biden's tone on the need 
for voting rights legislation 
took on added urgency. 
"I've never seen anything 
like the unrelenting assault 
on the right to vote. Never," 
Biden said, adding, "This 
new sinister combination 
of voter suppression and 
election subversion, it's un- 
American, it's undemocrat- 
ic, and sadly, it is unprec- 
edented since Reconstruc- 
tion." 

And the world is taking no- 
tice. Biden's national secu- 
rity adviser, Jake Sullivan, 
also has said that the riot at 
the Capitol has altered the 
view many countries have 
of the United States. 

"Jan. 6 has had a mate- 
rial impact on the view of 
the United States from the 
rest of the world, | believe 
from allies and adversaries 
alike," Sullivan said recently 
at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. "Allies look at it 
with concern and worry 
about the future of Ameri- 
can democracy. 
Adversaries look at it, you 
know, more sort of rubbing 
their hands together and 
thinking, How do we take 
advantage of this in one 
way or anothere" 

In contrast, Republicans in 
numerous states are pro- 
moting efforts to influence 
future elections by install- 
ing sympathetic leaders 
in local election posts and 
backing for elective office 
some of those who partici- 
pated in the insurrection. 
White House officials insist 
Biden's relative reticence 
should not be interpreted 
as complacency with the 
growing movement to re- 
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13, 2021, in Philadelphia. 


write history surrounding 
the Jan. 6 riot. Rather, they 
say, the president believes 
the most effective way to 
combat Trump, election 
denialism and domestic 
extremism is to prove to the 
rest of the country — and 
to the world — that govern- 
ment can work. 

"| know progress does not 
come fast enough. It nev- 
er has," Biden said last fall. 
"The process of governing is 
frustrating and sometimes 
dispiriting. But | also know 
what's possible if we keep 
the pressure up, if we never 
give up, we keep the faith." 
In Biden's view, many of 
Trump's voters didn't whol- 
ly embrace Trumpism. In- 
stead, Trump exploited 
long-standing _ dissatisfac- 
tion with the nation's po- 
litical, economic and social 
systems to build his coali- 
tion. 

So Biden tailored his first- 
year domestic agenda to 
combating what he be- 
lieved to be the root causes 
of the unease — the shaky 
economy and the pan- 
demic's drag on it — essen- 
tially to prove that govern- 
ment can work effectively. 
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President Joe Biden delivers a speech on voting rights at the National Constitution Center, on July 


He has directed federal 
law enforcement to shore 
up security at national insti- 
tutions and improve com- 
munication systems and 
procedures that were in 
part to blame for U.S. Capi- 
tol Police being left over- 
whelmed for hours during 
the mob assault. 

The Justice Department 
has undertaken the larg- 
est prosecution in its history, 
charging more than 700 
defendants and still looking 
for more. 

But it is voting rights that 
many Democrats and ac- 
tivists Concerned about 
what may happen in 2022 
and beyond are urging the 
president to make a key 
priority. 

"The insurrection was part 
of a larger movement to 
suppress elections and 
overthrow our democra- 
cy," said Christina Baal-Ow- 
ens, a longtime organizer 
and the executive director 
of Public Wise, a group that 
researches and publishes 
information on candidates 
running for office who sup- 
port the election lies. 
Baal-Owens said efforts to 
discredit election integrity 
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not only galvanize Trump 
supporters, they also make 
other voters less likely to 
vote. "We know — we've 
done some research on 
trust in the system — if vot- 
ers don't trust elections, 
they may not vote. This is 
part of a larger movement 
of voter suppression and 
why it's so necessary for 
Biden to speak out." 

The House has approved 
far-reaching voting rights 
legislation, but Democratic 
Sens. Kyrsten Sinema of Ari- 
zona and Joe Manchin of 
West Virginia have been 
impediments, saying they 
oppose changing Senate 
rules to get around a GOP 
filibuster of the bill. 

That legislation would re- 
store the Justice Depart- 
ment's ability to review 
changes to election laws 
in states with a history of 
discrimination, a provision 
of the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act struck down by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in 2013. 
According to the Brennan 
Center, 19 states have re- 
cently passed laws making 
it harder to vote. 

Manchin and Sinema have 
helped draft separate vot- 
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ing rights legislation, but it 
lacks enough Republican 
support to overcome the 
filibuster. 

"People are taking sides 
as opposed to looking 
at what the _ institutional 
threats are to maintaining 
our democracy," said Dem- 
ocratic Rep. Peter Welch of 
Vermont, a candidate to 
replace Democratic Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, who an- 
nounced his retirement. 
Welch was at the Capitol 
on Jan. 6, and the violence 
that day is etched in his 
memory. 

"The norms that have been 
the bedrock of our democ- 
racy, the free and peaceful 
transition of power and the 
renunciation of violence, 
they've been shattered," 
he said. 

After Biden's speech in 
South Carolina, Senate 

Democrats renewed their 
push to pass voting rights 
legislation early in 2022. 
And the president said in 
an interview with ABC that 
he supported creating an 
exception to the Senate fili- 
buster if that's what it takes 
to pass voting rights legisla- 
tion. 

For Biden, who served four 
decades in the Senate, it 
was a remarkable conces- 
sion and underscored the 
gravity of the threat. And, 
he acknowledged, he 
knows the world is watch- 
ing to see how the nation 
resoonds — and wonder- 
ing if the country's democ- 
racy will survive. 

"Did you ever think you'd 
be asked that question by 
another leadere" Biden 
said.L) 
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Trump, Ivanka, Don Jr. subpoenaed by NY attorney general 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 

NEW YORK (AP) — New 
York's attorney general re- 
cently subpoenaed former 
President Donald Trump 
and his two eldest children, 
Ivanka and Donald Trump 
Jr, demanding their testi- 
mony in connection with a 
civil investigation into the 
family's business practices, 
according to a court filing 
made public Monday. 

The subpoenas, stemming 
from Attorney General Leti- 
tia James' yearslong inves- 
tigation into matters includ- 
ing "the valuation of prop- 
erties owned or controlled" 
by Trump and his compa- 
ny, the Trump Organization, 
came to light after James 
went to court last month 
seeking to force the Trumps 
to comply. 

The attorney general's at- 
tempt to get testimony 
from the former president 
was reported in Decem- 
ber, but the court filing 
Monday was the first public 
disclosure that investigators 
were also seeking informa- 
tion from Ivanka Trump and 
Donald Trump Jr. 

James, a Democrat, has 
spent more than two years 
looking at whether the 
Trump Organization misled 
banks or tax officials about 
the value of assets — inflat- 


Ivanka Trump and Donald Trump Jr., listen as President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign 
rally at Kenosha Regional Airport, Monday, Nov. 2, 2020, in Kenosha, Wis. 


ing them to gain favorable 
loan terms or minimizing 
them to reap tax savings. 
The Trumps have indicated 
they will fight the subpoe- 
nas and are expected to 
file court papers through 
their lawyers seeking to 
have them thrown out. A 
similar legal fight played 
out last year after James' 
office subpoenaed the tes- 
timony of another Trump 
son, Eric Trump. 


Messages seeking com- 
ment were left Monday 
with lawyers for the Trumps 
and with the attorney gen- 
eral's office. 

It was reported last month 
that James had requested 
that Donald Trump sit for a 
deposition, but Monday's 
court filing was the first pUb- 
lic acknowledgement by 
her office that it had sub- 
poenaded him. 

A state court judge who 
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handled past disputes aris- 
ing from the probe agreed 
Monday to entertain argu- 
ments over the subpoenas, 
which also seek documents 
from the Trumps in addition 
to their testimony. 

As the legal fight over the 
subpoenas was heating up 
behind the scenes, Trump 
sued James in federal court 
last month, seeking to put 
an end to her investiga- 
tion. Trump, in the lawsuit, 


claimed that James had 
violated his constitutional 
rights in a_ "thinly-veiled 
effort to publicly malign 
Trump and his associates." 

In the past, the Republican 
ex-president has decried 
James’ investigation as part 
of a "witch hunt" along with 
a parallel criminal probe 
being run by the Manhat- 
tan district attorney's office. 
James' investigators — last 
year interviewed Eric 
Trump, a Trump Organiza- 
tion executive, as part of 
the probe. James' office 
went to court to enforce a 
subpoena on the younger 
Trump and a judge forced 
him to testify after his law- 
yers abruptly canceled a 
previously scheduled de- 
position. 

Although the civil investi- 
gation is separate from the 
district attorney's criminal 
investigation, James' office 
has been involved in both. 
Last year, then-District At- 
torney Cyrus Vance Jr. 
gained access to the long- 
time real estate mogul's 
tax records after a multi- 
year fight that twice went 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
He also brought tax fraud 
charges in July against the 
Trump Organization and its 
longtime CFO Allen Weis- 
selberg. L) 


Schumer: Senate to vote on filibuster change on voting bill 


AP Congressional Corre- 
spondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 


Days before the anniver- 
sary of the Jan. 6 attack 
on the Capitol, Major- 
ity Leader Chuck Schum- 
er announced the Sen- 
ate will vote on filibuster 
rules changes to advance 
stalled voting legislation 
that Democrats say is 
needed to protect democ- 
racy. 

In a letter Monday to col- 
leagues, Schumer, D-N.Y., 
said the Senate "must 
evolve" and will "debate 
and consider" the rules 
changes by Jan. 17, on or 
before Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day, as the Democrats 
seek to overcome Repub- 
lican opposition to their 
elections law package. 
"Let me be clear: January 
6th was a symptom of a 


broader illness — an effort 
to delegitimize our election 
process," Schumer wrote, 
"and the Senate must ad- 
vance systemic democ- 
racy reforms to repair our 
republic or else the events 
of that day will not be an 
aberration — they will be 
the new norm." 

The election and voting 
rights package has been 
stalled in the evenly-split 
50-50 Senate, blocked by 
a Republican-led filibuster 
and leaving Democrats un- 
able to mount the 60-vote 
threshold needed to ad- 
vance it toward passage. 
Democrats have been 
unable to agree among 
themselves over poten- 
tial changes to the Senate 
rules to reduce the 60-vote 
hurdle, despite months of 
private negotiations. 

Two holdout Democrats, 


Sens. Joe Manchin of West 
Virginia and Kyrsten Sinema 
of Arizona, have tried to 
warn their party off chang- 
es to the Senate rules, argu- 
ing that if and when Repub- 
licans take majority control 
of the chamber, they could 
use the lower voting thresh- 
old to advance bills Demo- 
crats oppose. 

President Joe Biden has 
waded cautiously into the 
debate — a former senator 
who largely stands by exist- 
ing rules but is also under 
enormous political pressure 
to break the logjam on the 
voting legislation. 

How the Senate rules would 
be changed remains under 
discussion. 

Voting rights advocates 
warn that Republican-led 
states are passing election 
legislation and trying to in- 
stall elections officials loyal 
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Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of N.Y., second from 
right, lights the menorah in the East Room of the White House 
in Washington, during an event to celebrate Hanukkah, Dec. 1, 
2021. 


to the former president, 
Donald Trump, in ways that 
could subvert future elec- 
tions. 

Trump urged his followers 
last Jan. 6 to "fight like hell" 
for his presidency, and a 
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mob stormed the Capitol 
trying to stop Congress from 
certifying the state election 
tallies for Biden. It was the 
worst domestic attack on 
the seat of government in 
U.S. history.) 
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Thousands of flights canceled, delayed at start of workweek 


A winter storm hitting the 
mid-Atlantic combined 
with the pandemic to fur- 
ther frustrate air travelers 
whose return flights home 
from the holidays were 
canceled or delayed in the 
first few days of the new 
year. 

More than 2,600 U.S. flights 
and more than 4,100 world- 
wide were grounded as 
of midday Monday, ac- 
cording to tracking service 
FlightAware. Another 8,500 
flights were delayed, _in- 
cluding 3,100 in the U.S. 
Travelers could take hope 
from an improving weather 
forecast. Airlines canceled 
fewer than 300 U.S. flights 
scheduled for Tuesday. 
First, Nowever, they had 
to contend with a winter 
storm was expected to 
bring as much as 10 inches 
(25 centimeters) of snow 
for the District of Columbia, 
northern Virginia and cen- 
tral Maryland through Mon- 
day afternoon. 

The cancellations and de- 
lays just added to the de- 
spair felt over the weekend 
by holidays travelers trying 
to get home. 

"It was absolute mayhem," 
said Natasha Enos, who 
spent a sleepless Saturday 
night and Sunday morning 
at Denver International Air- 
port during what was sup- 
posed to be a short layover 
on a cross-country trip from 
Washington to San Fran- 
Cisco. 

Enos, who was booked on 
Frontier Airlines, didn't learn 
that her connecting flight 
home to California was 
canceled until she had al- 
ready landed in Denver. 
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Travelers sit at a gate at Baltimore-Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport, Nov. 20, 


2018, in Linthicum, Md. 


She rushed to find alterna- 
tive flights and navigate 
through a baggage-claim 
area that was choked 
with other stranded and 
confused travelers at the 
height of new wave of CO- 
VID-19 infections. 

"It was a lot of people in a 
very small soace and not 
everybody was masking," 
said the 28-year-old finan- 
cial analyst. "There were 
a lot of exhausted kids 
and some families were so 
stressed out." 

With the spread of the 
highly transmissible omi- 
cron variant, the seven-day 
rolling average for daily 
new cases of COVID-19 


in the U.S. has tripled over 
the past two weeks and 
topped 400,000 on Sunday, 
according to figures from 
Johns Hopkins University. 
The toll of grounded flights 
in the U.S. was in the few 
hundreds per day the week 
before Christmas, then 
soared past 1,000 a day, as 
airlines blamed crew short- 
ages caused by the virus. 
For several days, airlines 
and their passengers lucked 
out with mostly favorable 
weather, but a winter storm 
that hit the Midwest on Sat- 
urday caused cancella- 
tions to spike again to new 
highs. 

Over the weekend, about 
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5,400 U.S. flights were can- 
celed — nearly 12% of alll 
scheduled flights — and 
more than 9,000 worldwide, 
according to FlightAware. 
Many of the cancellations 
were made hours or even 
a day in advance. Aijrline 
believe they have a bet- 
ter chance to keep lighter 
schedules on track when 
there are disruptions such 
as snow or thunderstorms. 

Southwest Airlines had can- 
celed about 575 flights, or 
15% of Monday's schedule, 
by midday. Spokesman 
Brad Hawkins said storms 
over the weekend and on 
Monday affected opera- 
tions at some of its biggest 


airports, including Chica- 
go, Denver and Baltimore, 
and left planes and crews 
out of position. 

Delta Air Lines issued a trav- 
el waiver to let customers 
reschedule flights to and 
from Baltimore and Wash- 
ington. 

SkyWest, a regional carrier 
that operates flights under 
the names American Ea- 
gle, Delta Connection and 
United Express, grounded 
more than 300 flights Mon- 
day after scrubbing 500 on 
Sunday. 

In Michigan, the author- 
ity that runs Detroit Inter- 
national Airport said crews 
were working around the 
clock to remove snow 
and maintain the airfield. 
Atlanta's airport author- 
ity advised travelers to ar- 
rive earlier than usual be- 
cause of high passenger 
volume, potential weather 
issues and pandemic-fu- 
eled staffing shortages that 
could lengthen the time it 
takes to get through secu- 
rity gates. 

Thousands of miles from the 
snow storms, Hawaiian Air- 
lines said it had to cancel 
several flights between is- 
lands and across the Pacif- 
ic due to staffing shortages. 
Airlines are paying tempo- 
rary bonuses to encourage 
pilots and flight attendants 
to pick up flights left empty 
by co-workers with CO- 
VID-19. United will pay pi- 
lots triple their usual wages 
for picking up open flights 
through most of January. 
Spirit Airlines reached a 
deal with the union to pay 
flight attendants double 
through Tuesday.) 


Report paints grim picture of Chicago-area gun deaths 


CHICAGO (AP) — More 
people were shot to death 
in Chicago and surround- 
ing Cook County in 2021 
than in any other year 
on record, officials an- 
two 


nounced Monday, 
days after authorities an- 
nounced that the nation's 
third-largest city recorded 


its most homicides in a 
quarter-century. 

There were 1,002 gun-re- 
lated homicides last year 


in Cook County, which 


includes Chicago and its 
surrounding suburbs, the 
county medical exam- 
iner's office said in a news 
release. That was 121 more 
than the previous record 
set in 2020 and nearly 
twice as many as in 2019. 
The announcement came 
two days after police in 
Chicago, where the vast 
majority of the county's 
homicides occurred, re- 
ported that there were 
more homicides in the 


city, 797, than in any year 
since 1996. As in Chicago, 
where the vast majority of 
homicides involved guns, 
all but 85 of the 1,087 Cook 
County homicides were 
gun-related. 

In both Chicago and the 
county overall, the vast 
majority of last year's homi- 
cides happened in neigh- 
borhoods made up mostly 
of racial minorities. In Cook 
County, Black people 
were the victims of 80% of 


the homicides and Hispan- 
ic people were the victims 
in 14% of them. 

The pandemic helped 
make 2021 the second- 
busiest year ever for the 
medical examiner's office, 
with nearly 4,500 COVID-19 
deaths contributing to the 
12,618 cases it handled. 
Only 2020, when vaccines 
only rolled out in the final 
weeks of the pandemic's 
first year, was busier, with 
the office handling more 


than 16,000 cases. 
Opioids caused at least 
1,488 deaths in Cook 
County last year, though 
the medical examiner's 
office said it expects that 
such drugs also were re- 
sponsible for an addition- 
al 600-700 of its pending 
cases. If so, that would put 
the final 2021 opioid death 
figure at more than 2,000, 
which would surpass the 
1,840 registered in 2020, 
the office said.) 
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lawmakers sworn in 


Hong Kong news site to shut; pro- Beijing 


By HUIZHONG WU and ZEN 
soo 

HONG KONG (AP) — A 
group of lawmakers loyal 
to China's Communist Par- 
ty were sworn in to Hong 
Kong's Legislature on Mon- 
day following an election 
without opposition candi- 
dates, as yet another pro- 
democracy news outlet 
announced it could no lon- 
ger operate amid a grow- 
ing crackdown on. free- 
doms in the territory. 

The former British colony 
that was returned to China 
in 1997 was once known 
as a haven for dissent and 
freedoms of the press and 
expression not seen on the 
mainland. But the central 
government in Beijing has 
clamped down in the last 
year, leading to the closure 
of independent news out- 
lets, the removal of monu- 
ments to dissent, and a 
poorly attended election 
swept by pro-Beijing politi- 
cians. 

The founders of news outlet 
Citizen News said the news 
site will stop publishing on 
Tuesday. While they have 
received no order to close, 
they said Monday that de- 
teriorating media freedoms 
in the financial hub put 
them in an impossible posi- 
tion. 


"We all love this place, 
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Newly elected lawmakers pose for a photograph after their oath-taking ceremony of the legisla- 
tive council in Hong Kong, Monday, Jan. 3, 2022. 


deeply. Regrettably, what 
was ahead of us is not just 
pouring rains or blowing 
winds, but hurricanes and 
tsunamis," Citizen News said 
in a statement on Sunday, 
when it announced the 
closure. 

The outlet is the third to 
close in recent months, fol- 
lowing the shuttering of the 
territory's last pro-democra- 
cy print newspaper, Apple 
Daily, and the online site 
Stand News. 


Citizen News was founded 
in 2017 by a group of veter- 
an journalists. The small site 
focused on political news 
and analysis pieces, as well 
as investigations — and in 
recent months became a 
refuge for many journal- 
ists who had lost their jobs 
when other outlets closed 
or faced other pressures. 

"With Apple Daily's sudden 
closure in the past summer, 
the journalism majors who 
were originally supposed 
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to intern with them, Citizen 
News made arrangements 
to take them in, so that stu- 
dents wouldn't lose this in- 
ternship opportunity," said 
Vivian W.W. Tam, a senior 
lecturer at the Chinese Uni- 
versity of Hong Kong's jour- 
nalism school, in a public 
Facebook post. Tam de- 
clined to be interviewed. 

But a new sweeping Na- 
tional Security Law — im- 
posed on Hong Kong by 
China's central Legislature 


— has made independent 
reporting increasingly dan- 
gerous. Journalists and po- 
litical activists have been 
arrested under the law, 
and it has forced civil rights 
groups and unions to dis- 
band. Many more activists 
have fled. 

Meanwhile, new — laws 
have changed how Hong 
Kongers vote for their rep- 
resentatives, including a 
requirement that any who 
seek office must be "pa- 
triots," effectively bringing 
the body under Beijing's 
control. 

"What we — understood 
about press freedom has 
changed a lot," said Chris 
Yeung, founder and chief 
writer at Citizen News. 
Yeung said at a news con- 
ference on Monday that 
the trigger for their decision 
to shut down was what hap- 
pened to Stand News. Last 
week, authorities raided 
Stand News and arrested 
seven people — including 
editors and former board 
members — for allegedly 
conspiring to publish sedi- 
tious material. Stand News 
announced on the same 
day that it would cease to 
operate. 

Two of Stand News' for- 
mer editors who were ar- 
rested were later formally 
charged with sedition.) 


Serbia praises another arms shipment from Russia 


By DUSAN STOJANOVIC 
Associated Press 
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) — 
Serbia's president on Mon- 
day praised another ship- 
ment of arms from Russia 
despite fears in the Balkans 
that the country's recent 
military buildup could lead 
to more tensions in the war- 
scarred European region. 
President Aleksandar Vucic 
attended a training exer- 
cise at a military base near 
Belgrade that included re- 
cently purchased anti-tank 
Kornet guided missiles. 
"lam pleased that our sol- 
diers are happy about the 
purchase of Kornets from 
Russia," Vucic said. "It is one 
of probably the best anti- 
tank weapons in the world." 
"The Kornet is an important 
defensive tool to deter any- 
one from potential aggres- 


sion against our country, ' 
Vucic said. 

Serbia has frequently been 
accused of saber-rattling 
and working with Slavic ally 
Russia to destabilize neigh- 
boring Bosnia, Montenegro 
and Kosovo, a former Ser- 
bian province which de- 


clared independence in 
2008. 
Serbia is widely blamed 


for triggering a_ bloody 
breakup of Yugoslavia in 
the 1990s with its nationalist 
policies. The country lately 
has armed itself mostly with 
Russian and Chinese war- 
planes, drones and anti- 
aircraft systems. 

In recent months, Russia 
has handed over to Serbia 
30 battle tanks and 30 ar- 
mored personnel carriers. 
Serbia has also recently 
purchased — sophisticated 


Russian Pantsir air defense 
systems, as well as attack 
and transport helicopters 
and Chinese drones. 
Although formally seeking 
European Union member- 
ship, Serbia has refused 
to align its foreign policies 
with the 27-nation bloc and 
has instead strengthened 
its alliance with Russia and 
China. 

Vucic said on Monday 
that Serbia "remains on the 
European path," but also 
added that it will continue 
to "nourish" its friendly ties 
with Russia and China. 

To join the EU, Serbia needs 
the support of all EU mem- 
ber nations, but the gov- 
ernment has maintained 
frosty relations with fellow 
Balkan country Croatia, the 
last new member admitted 
into the bloc. 


Serbian Army soldiers prepare for the military exercise at the 
army barracks in Pancevo, some 16 kilometers (10 miles) north 
of Belgrade, Serbia, Monday, Jan. 3, 2022. 


Croatia, which is also a 
member of NATO, is in a 
mini arms race with Ser- 
bia, which has recently 
received six used MiG-29 
fighter jets from Russia and 
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four more of the type from 
Belarus. In November, the 
Croatian government an- 
nounced the purchase of 
12 Rafale fighter jets from 
France.L) 
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Sudan's PM announces resignation amid political deadlock 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Sudan's 
Prime Minister Abdalla 


Hamdok announced his 
resignation Sunday amid 
political deadlock and 
widespread pro-democra- 
cy protests following a mili- 
tary coup that derailed the 
country's fragile transition 
to democratic rule. 
Hamdok, a former U.N. of- 
ficial seen as the civilian 
face of Sudan's transitional 
government, had been re- 
instated as prime minister 
in November as part of an 
agreement with the mili- 
tary following the October 
coup. In that time he had 
failed to name a Cabinet 
and his resignation throws 
Sudan into political uncer- 
tainty amid uphill security 
and economic challenges. 
In a televised national ad- 
dress Sunday, Hamdok 
called for a dialogue to 
agree on a "national char- 
ter’ and to "draw a road- 
map" to complete the 
transition to democracy in 
accordance with the 2019 
constitutional document 
governing the transitional 
period. 

"| decided to return the re- 
sponsibility and declare my 
resignation as prime min- 
ister," he said, adding that 
his stepping down would 
allow a chance for another 
person to lead the nation 
and complete its transition 


Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok speaks during a session of the summit to support Su- 
dan, at the Grand Palais Ephemere in Paris on May 17, 2021. 


to a "civilian, democratic 
country." He did not name 
a successor. 

The prime minister said his 
efforts to bridge the widen- 
ing gap and settle disputes 
among the political forces 
have failed. 

He warned that the on- 
going political stalemate 
since the military takeover 
could become a full-blown 
crisis and damage the 
country's already battered 
economy. 

"| tried as much as | pos- 
sipbly could to prevent our 
country from sliding into a 
disaster. Now, our nation is 


going through a danger- 
ous turning point that could 
threaten its survival unless 
it is urgently rectified," he 
said. 

The October coup had 
upended Sudan's plans to 
move to democracy after 
a popular uprising forced 
the military's overthrow of 
longtime autocrat Omar al- 
Bashir and his Islamist gov- 
ernment in April 2019. 

Four months after al-Bashir's 
ouster, the generals and 
the protesters reached a 
power-sharing deal to rule 
the country through elec- 
tions in 2023. However, mili- 
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tary-civilian ties have been 
frayed by the military take- 
over that has threatened 
to return Sudan to interna- 
tional isolation. 

Hamdok's resignation 
comes amid a heavy secu- 
rity crackdown on protest- 
ers denouncing not only 
the takeover but the subse- 
quent deal that reinstated 
him and sidelined the pro- 
democracy movement. 
He was returned to office 
in November amid_ inter- 
national pressure in a deal 
that calls for an indepen- 
dent technocratic Cabinet 
under military oversight led 
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by him. 

"| have had the honor of 
serving my country people 
for more than two years. 
And during his period | have 
sometimes done well, and 
| have sometimes failed," 
Hamdok said. 

The Forces for the Dec- 
laration of Freedom and 
Change, an umbrella 
group of Sudanese political 
parties and pro-democra- 
cy organizations, has re- 
jected the November deal 
and sa remains committed 
to ending military rule. The 
alliance accused Hamdok 
of allowing the military to 
dominate the government, 
and continued to organize 
anti-coup street protests 
which were met with heavy 
crackdown. 

Over the past two weeks, 
there was increasing spec- 
ulation that he would step 
down. National and inter- 
national efforts have failed 
to convince him to stay in 
office. 

The U.S. State Department 
urged on Twitter Sudan's 
leaders to "set aside differ- 
ences, find consensus, and 
ensure continued civilian 
rule" following Hamdok's 
resignation. 

It also called for the ap- 
pointment of the next pre- 
mier and Cabinet to "in line 
with the (2019) constitution- 
al declaration to meet the 
people's goals of freedom, 
peace, and justice."L) 


Coalition: 2 


armed drones shot down at Baghdad airport 


Parts of the wreckage of a drone lie on the ground at Baghdad 
airport, Iraq, Monday, Jan. 3, 2022. 


By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Two 
armed drones were shot 


Associated Press 


down at the Baghdad air- 
port on Monday, a U.S.-led 
coalition official said, an 
attack that coincides with 


the anniversary of the 2020 
U.S. killing of a top Iranian 
general. 

There were no reports of 
damage or injuries from the 
incident, which was also 
confirmed by an Iraqi secu- 
rity official. 

The official with the U.S.-led 
international coalition fight- 
ing the Islamic State group 
in Iraq told The Associated 
Press that the C-RAM de- 
fense system at the Bagh- 
dad Diplomatic Support 
Center engaged two fixed 
wing so-called _ "suicide 
drones." The C-RAM system 
protects American installa- 
tions in Iraq. 

"This was a dangerous at- 
tack on a civilian airport," 
the coalition official said. 


The lraqi security official 
who confirmed the inci- 
dent said the drones were 
headed toward a U.S. base 
at Baghdad airport housing 
U.S. advisors. 

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack, although one of 
the wings of the drones had 
the words "Soleimani's re- 
venge" painted on it, while 
another had words read- 
ing, "revenge operations 
for our leaders," according 
to the officials. Both spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
in line with regulations. 

The 2020 U.S. drone strike 
at Baghdad's airport killed 
Gen. Qassim Soleimani, 
who was the head of Iran's 
elite Quds Force, and 


Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, 
deputy commander of 
lran-backed militias in Iraq 
known as the Popular Mo- 
bilization Forces. 

Pro-lran Shiite factions in 
lraq have vowed revenge 
for the killing and have 
conditioned the end of at- 
tacks against the U.S. pres- 
ence in Iraq on the full exit 
of American troops from 
the country. 

The U.S.-led coalition for- 
mally ended it's combat 
mission supporting — Iraqi 
forces in the ongoing fight 
against the Islamic State 
group last month. Some 
2,500 troops will remain as 
the coalition shifts to an ad- 
visory mission to continue 
supporting Iraqi forces.) 
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Fire reignites at South Africa's Parliament i in Cape Town 


By GERALD IMRAY 
Associated Press 

CAPE TOWN, South Africa 
(AP) — The fire that has 
already destroyed South 
Africa's main Parliament 
chamber flared up again 
Monday about 36 hours af- 
ter it started in the 130-year- 
old complex of historic 
buildings, authorities said. 
Firefighters have been sent 
back to the Parliament 
precinct in the center of 
Cape Town after flames 
re-appeared on the roof of 
the main Parliament build- 
ing in the late afternoon. 
More than 30 _ firefight- 
ers were battling the fire 
again, Cape Town Fire and 
Rescue Service spokesman 
Jermaine Carelse told the 
News 24 website. 

Before the blaze reignited, 
authorities had said it had 
been contained and had 
begun to assess the dam- 
age. The fire had started 
around 6 a.m. on Sunday 
morning. 

Still a mystery is the role of a 
man who has been arrest- 
ed and is being questioned 
by police in connection 
with the fire. The man is due 
to appear in court on Tues- 
day and authorities weren't 
commenting further on his 
involvement or any pos- 
sible motives, other than 
to say he would likely be 
charged with breaking and 
entering, theft and arson. 
The man is also facing 
charges under South Af- 
rica's National Key Points 
Act, a security law that 
restricts access to govern- 
ment buildings and other 
places of national impor- 
tance. 

The man, who has not been 
named, was arrested Sun- 


This photo supplied by the City of Cape Town shows a fireman fighting a fire at the Houses of Par- 
liament, in Cape Town, South Africa, Sunday, Jan. 2, 2022. 


day at the scene, authori- 
ties said. South African me- 
dia reported he had to be 
rescued from the fire, while 
questions have been raised 
over if there was a deliber- 
ate attack on the seat of 
South Africa's democracy. 

Parliament was closed for 
the holidays and no injuries 
have been reported in the 
fire. 

Extensive damage _ has 
been done to the stately 
white and red brick build- 
ings in the Parliament pre- 
cinct. The fire had already 
burned down the chamber 
in the National Assembly 
building where South Afri- 
can legislators meet to pass 
laws, Parliament said in a 
statement. 

"We are indeed devastat- 
ed," Parliament said. 

"We stand in front of a bro- 


ken Parliament, a burnt 
down Parliament," lawmak- 
er Natasha Mazzone said 
at the gates of the complex 
before the fire reignited. 
"Look at our roof, our beau- 
tiful roof, burnt, collapsed." 
"The National Assembly 
chamber is completely de- 
stroyed. I've seen it for my- 
self. Everything is destroyed. 
This will take an operation 
second to none to rebuild,” 
she said. 

Two other buildings had 


| 
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also been badly damaged 
in the inferno, Parliament 
said, including the original 
Parliament building that 
had been built in the 1880s 
and had weathered much 
of South Africa's tumultuous 
history, including British co- 
lonialism and the apartheid 
regime. 

The South African Parlia- 
ment moved to the New 
Assembly building, built in 
the style of the old building, 
in the 1980s and it had been 


the seat of the national leg- 
islature for the momentous 
end of apartheid and the 
country's transition to de- 
mocracy under the presi- 
dency of Nelson Mandela. 
Firefighters had been work- 
ing on "hotspots" in the Na- 
tional Assembly building on 
Monday morning, Carelse 
said, but it was largely con- 
tained at that stage and 
the fire crews had been 
scaled back. 

As the fire was originally 
brought under control, 
what was left was black- 
ened, unrecognizable ruins 
inside some of the rooms. 
"This is an incredibly sad 
day if you are a normal hu- 
man being, to stand in front 
of this building and realize 
what we've lost," lawmaker 
Mazzone said. 

Patricia de Lille, the Minister 
of Public Works and Infra- 
structure, said that some- 
one had turned off a valve 
which prevented a fire 
sprinkler system from func- 
tioning. 

She said the investigation 
into the cause of the fire 
has been taken over by the 
Hawks, a South African po- 
lice unit that deals with seri- 
ous and high-profile crimes. 
An initial report on the fire 
from a special fire inves- 
tigating team would be 
completed by Friday, she 
said.L) 
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Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 


NOORD — We are quickly ap- 
proaching 2022. It’s been a wild 
ride with Covid-19 and we all 
are aiming for a change of rou- 
tine. We simply want to “live” 
life again. “It is time for living 
your dream,” as the quote says 
at Aruba Living Today’s office. 
“We are ten plus years in busi- 
ness, and | am proud to say 
that all our clients stuck with us. 
We are no part of a big compa- 
ny, we keep it small, personal, 
and real. Because you are not 
a number, no sales target either 
and certainly your name is not 
commission. Our responsibility 
is to make your dream come 
true,” says owner Randolph Ar- 
ends. 


Tempting times 

Do you remember the feel- 
ing as a kid, when you went to 
the store with your mom and 
the baker gave you a sweet 
roll, the butcher a slice of ham 
and they all took time to talk 
to each other? That time when 
doing groceries on a Saturday 
meant fun, making friends, 
and creating connections. To 
be fully aware in the moment 
and enjoying the time togeth- 
er sounds like a controversy 
today. Everything is efficient, 
there’s no-time-to-waste and 
while doing one task the mind 
is already thinking ahead to 
what is next on your to-do list. 
Did Covid-19 teach us any- 
thing? Weren't we telling each 


other during the lockdown that 
we would pay more attention 
to each other? Wasn't the mes- 
sage that health and happiness 
is SO much more valuable than 
hitting targets and implement 
to-do tasks? The pandemic 
prevents us from connecting 
physically. Tight hugs and shak- 
ing hands firmly are no longer a 
natural thing. We live in a world 
of face masks hides smiles, and 
hands are sanitized after each 
touch. This is not who we are. 
We are in search for connec- 
tion. 


From human to human 

If you have decided to buy a 
house or rent one for vacation 
in Aruba and you are looking for 
that match, the question now 
is how to click with a person 
that offers a personal touche? 
One who pays genuine atten- 
tion and has sincere interest in 
what you want? This different 
approach to real estate is what 
sets Aruba Living Today apart, 
and the reason Randolph calls 
himself a property mediator in- 
stead of a real estate broker. 
“The personal touch is essential 
to me. | am stepping aside of 
the image that real estate bro- 
kers are only in for the commis- 
sion. This image does not fit me 
at all, | am in for my passion, 
and | can only do this from the 
heart.” 


One stop shopping point 


Services offered by Aruba Liv- 
ing Today are House and Land 
Sales, Rentals, Investments, 
Property Management, Vaca- 
tion Rental, Mortgages, Insur- 
ances, Maintenance, Assist in 
Arrangements for Notary and 
Utilities, Guiding Bureaucracy 
Process and Assisting in Import 
of Furmiture. Randolph and 
his business partner Berend 
Prenger are a fantastic, expe- 
rienced duo, each of them 
specialists in the field. Berend is 
also a certified appraiser within 
the Dutch Kingdom meaning 
he does your appraisal report 
that is accepted by all banks 
and he delivers within three 
days. “This definitely soeeds up 
the process of buying,” Prenger 
adds. 


You are welcome to meet in 
person 

Aruba Living Today houses in 
an authentic Aruban house, 
welcoming you in a warm 
ambiance that emphasizes 
the philosophy of connecting. 
Candles, Buddha ornaments 
and a homey setting form the 
décor for you to sit and talk 
about your dream house or in- 
vestment. “My goal was to do 
real estate in a different way 
when | established this compa- 
ny June Ist 2009. Not from the 
perspective of only selling, but 
to look for the perfect match 
between dream house and 
client. My philosophy is: it will 
only work when all involved are 
happy and connected by that 
personal touch.” 

Aruba Living Today caters for 
both local and foreign market 
divided into 40 % local buyers 
and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our 
customers come from Holland, 


Belgium, Norway, Germany, 
UK, Russia, Latin America, Unit- 
ed States and Canada. We are 
widely covered and thus prov- 
able good with different cul- 
tures, also we speak four lan- 
guages.” Besides that, Aruba 
Living Today is open to every 
budget, they have listings for all 
category buyers. As a member 
of the Aruban Real Estate As- 
sociation, they are listed also 
on the website www.aruballist- 
ing.com within a group of 20 of 
the most advanced realtors on 
the island. Aruba Living Today is 
featured on House Hunters, so- 
cial media, Aruba Living Today 
and of course in Aruba Today’s 
newspaper.) 


Aruba Living Today 
Tankileendert 291, Aruba 

Tel +297 587 9987 

Fax +297 587 9985 

Gell +297 593.9177 

Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw 
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to play our slots and we'll 


Aruba’ s traditional New Year's celebration. We do not 
know exactly when the rhythm of Dande arose in Aru- 
ba, it is estimated that it was around the year of 1880 
that it really start to be heard all over the island. 


From the stories that have been passed down through 
generations we know that there is a supposition that 
the Dande was influenced by Arubans returning from 
Cuba and coinciding with the times when the Aruban 
people traveled to the island to work in the fields. The 
truth is that this particular rhythm does not exist any- 
where else in the world. 

The word Dande derives from “dandare” which means 
to go from one place to another. As for the expres- 
sion “Ay nobe” it would be the result of the: Aho Nuevo 
(New Year) of the Spanish language since there is no 
word that in our Papiamento language has a relation- 
ship with this expression. 


The custom indicates that immediately after the clocks 
struck 12:00 pm and the New Year was welcomed, the 
musical group passed house to house singing to the 
rhythm of giving and with the song spreading good 
wishes to the inhabitants. The musical group consisted 
of a drummer, a Wiri player, and a singer. Over the 
years, instruments such as the “cuarta”, guitar, the 
mandolin, accordion and even the violin were incor- 
porated. Many times, others on the back of a donkeys, 
went to visit relatives first, infecting each home with joy 
and good wishes for the year that has just begun, then 
continued through the houses of friends and acquain- 
tances. 


As musicians were given great respect, the musical 
group would play at the limits of the houses they vis- 
ited, just at the entrance, or in the front yard. Now if the 
owners of any particular house invited them to come 
in, they will continue playing inside each home. If the 
owner of the house did not want to receive them, they 
did not insist and went to the next house. 


When the owner of the house gave his approval for 
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WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 


the group to enter, the singer, as a sign 
of respect for the house and the family, 
would take off his hat. In this time there 
is a belief that the purpose of removing 
the hat was to receive money which is 
completely wrong. 


The custom indicates that the singer be- 
gins to sing to the owner of the house, 
then to the lady and successively to the 
children even the youngest. 


We must emphasize that the Dande 
rhythm, despite being written in six eight 
just like the tomb rhythm, has its original 
rhythm that is given by its own instru- 


ments, as in these times the bass that 
gives it its original touch. The visits of the 
Dande group began with the New Year 
and lasted until January 6, the day in 
which the Catholic Church celebrates 
the feast of the “Dia di Tres Rey “(Three 
Wise Men of the East). 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins 
and cultural heritage? Than this private en- 
counter with our columnist anthropologist is 
just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous 
setting for visitor with special interests. Ap- 
poiniment is required. etnianativa03@gmail. 
com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a pri- 
vate reservation. 
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ORANJESTAD — Aruba, a the most beautiful in the 


mix of tropical flair, Europe- 
an charm and Latin flavor, 
no wonder we enjoy the 
highest repeat visitor rate of 
any Caribbean destination. 


Our land... 

Aruba is located in the 
heart of the southern Ca- 
ripbbean, 16 miles from the 
South American coastline. 
The island is 19.6 miles long 
and 6 miles across at its 
widest point, with a total 
area of 70 square miles. 
Aruba's topography and 
vegetation are unusual for 
a Caribbean island. On 
the south and west coasts 
are miles of pristine white 
beaches that rank among 


world, rimmed by calm blue 
seas with visibility in some 
areas to a depth of 100 
feet. The northeast coast 
along the windward shore 
is rugged and wild. The inte- 
rior is desert-like, with a va- 
riety of cacti and dramatic 
rock formations. The island's 
most famous trees are the 
watapana (divi) trees, all 
permanently sculpted into 
graceful southeast-bend- 
ing shapes by the constant 
trade winds. 


Our weather... 

Except for a few scattered 
weather events annually 
and perhaps some limit- 
ed showers on some days 


(welcomed by our tropi- 
cal plants!), the sun does 
indeed always shine here. 
The average temperature 
is 82 degrees F. The hot- 
test months are from May 
through October and the 
coolest months are from 
December through March. 
The greatest likelinood of 
precipitation is from Octo- 
ber through January. 


Our people... 
There are about 110,000 in- 
habitants on Aruba, repre- 
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senting more than 96 differ- 
ent nationalities — all living 
peacefully together. Hos- 
pitality remains a strongly 
engrained tradition. Official 
languages are Dutch as 
well as the native tongue 
of Papiamento. Most Aru- 
bans are fluent in English 
and Spanish as well. Papia- 
mento is a lilting, melodic 
language, evolved over 
the centuries 


Our visitors 
Aruba attracts more than 


- 


800,000 international visitors 
annually and enjoys the 
highest return rate in the 
Caribbean. Perfect weath- 
er, hospitable people and 
world-renowned beaches 
are the most compelling 
factors for return visits. Also 
important are the island’s 
mix of luxury high-rise and 
casual low-rise — resorts, 
unique natural beauty and 
culture and abundant land 
and sea activities, safety 
and security and long-time 
friendships.) 


Happy New Year from Aruba to .... 


use said materials, as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes without compen- 
sation. 

Last but not least: check out our website, Insta- 
gram and Facebook page! 

Thank you for supporting our free newspaper 
throughout the year. For 2022 we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day again. 

Here are some Happy new Year Greetings from 
our readers 

Salvador Villaluz wrote: 


“Happy New Year from Aruba to my family and 
friends in Canada. Bonne Année. | was at the 


New Year's Eve Gala at the Renaissance Con- open bar, all-you-can-eat food, thirteen differ- 


ORANJESTAD — We love that despite the crisis 
you decided to spend New Year with us, and 
we are therefor very thankful. We would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to send us your new 
year celebration picture while enjoying our 
Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Happy New Year from 
Aruba fo ..... 

Send your picture with that text (including your 
name and where you are from) to: news@arub- 
atoday.com and we will publish your vacation 
memory. Isn't that a special way to keep your 
best moments alive? 

Please do note: By submitting photos, text or 
any other materials, you give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of its affiliated companies to 


vention Centre from 8 pm. There was top-shelf 


ent desserts, and live band. The three party 
girls in my table wanted to go for a photo shoot 
outside where we took over 100 pictures. At 
midnight, we went to the Renaissance Festival 
Plaza private area for the fireworks.” 

P.S. The low temperature in Toronto, Canada is 
-11*C while the lowest in Aruba is 24*C! 


The Nichols and Anschutz family from Wisconsin 
celebrating New Year's Eve. 
The Alton’s Christmas in Aruba 


“My husband and | flew from Toronto to meet 
our family from New York and Germany in Aru- 
ba. We are staying at Barcelo and feel safe 
from covid with all safety measures being im- 
plemented. What is better than enjoying sun 
and sand during covid!”"L) 
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Kimberly Palmer: 5 steps to reach your money goals in 2022 


By KIMBERLY PALMER of 
NerdWallet 

In addition to the new year 
bringing confetti and a 
fresh calendar, it's a time 
to set big money goals for 
the next 12 months. That 
might mean finally paying 
off debt, buying a house or 
taking a long-delayed va- 
cation. 

With inflation and eco- 
nomic uncertainty cloud- 
ing 2022, shoring up your fi- 
nances this month can feel 
even more urgent. 

"When you plan to start in 
the new year or some oth- 
er important date for you, 
it can be easier to make 
that behavioral change, 
because we feel like we're 
making a fresh start," says 
Jeremy Burke, a_ senior 
economist at the Univer- 
sity of Southern California's 
Center for Economic and 
Social Research. 

Here are five steps money 
experts recommend to 
help you reach your money 
goals in 2022: 

1. GET A CLEAR VIEW OF 
YOUR FINANCES 

"The first step for everybody 
is to get organized," says 
Phuong Luong, a certified 
financial planner at Saltbox 
Financial in Massachusetts. 
That means making a list of 
your savings, debt and as- 
sets. A complete picture of 
your finances can help you 
decide what to focus on for 
the new year, she says, and 
provide a document that's 
easy to update annually. 
Luong also suggests track- 
ing your monthly cash flow 
with a spreadsheet or app 
to help you answer ques- 
tions about what mortgage 
payment you could afford 
or which expenses you 
might be able to cut. "If you 
have those numbers orga- 
nized, it's easier to have 
those conversations, with 
a professional or with your- 
self, about what you can 
actually afford," she says. 
Acomplete self-assessment 
includes reflecting on your 
values, which may have 
shifted during the pan- 
demic. "Figure out what 
is really important to you. 
Maybe you don't want to 
spend as much on clothes, 
or you'd like to help more 
charities. Maybe instead of 
acar, you'd like a nice desk 


In this July 21, 2020, file photo, a homeowner tours their new home, in Washingtonville, N.Y. 


and chair. It's easier to fol- 
low your budget when it's 
aligned with your values," 
says Shari Greco Reiches, 
a wealth manager in Illinois 
and author of the book 
"Maximize Your Return on 
Life." 

2. TAKE BABY STEPS WITH 
YOUR EMERGENCY FUND 
Emergency funds offer flex- 
ibility and comfort should 
you face unexpected ex- 
penses, but building one 
can be tricky. Behavioral 
economics suggests start- 
ing small, Burke says. 
"Instead of setting a goal 
of saving $400 a month, 
it could be better to save 
$100 a week or an even 
smaller amount daily. There 
seems to be less friction to 
getting started when the 
time period is smaller so it's 
pennies per day instead of 
dollars per month," Burke 
suggests. 

That means if you have a 
goal to save $1,000 by the 
end of the year, increase 


your chances of success by 
thinking of it as saving $2.75 
a day. 

3. AUTOMATE 
TERM SAVINGS 
Another lesson from be- 
havioral economics, Burke 
says, is to set up GUtomatic 
transfers into your savings 
each month. "In terms of 
improving long-term out- 
comes, it's really helpful to 
have things automated as 
much as possible," he says. 
For example, if you con- 
tribute to a retirement ac- 
count directly from your 
paycheck, you have to set 
it up only once, and your 
savings will continue to be 
deducted. You can also 
sign up to automatically 
increase the percentage 
you are saving each year 
or each time you get a sal- 
ary increase, Burke adds. 
You could set up similar au- 
tomatic transfers into a col- 
lege savings account or a 
high-yield savings account 
for other goals like saving 


LONGER- 


for a down payment. 

4. PAY OFF THE DEBT WITH 
THE LOWEST BALANCES 

For Americans hoping to 
pay off high-interest debt 
this year, David Gal, pro- 
fessor of marketing at the 
University of Illinois Chica- 
go, says his research shows 
that consumers are more 
successful if they start by 
focusing on the smallest 
balances first, called the 
debt snowball method. 
"That gives the perception 
of success and progress, 
and increases the motiva- 
tion to pay off the bigger 
accounts," he says. 
Daphne Jordan, a CFP and 
wealth adviser in Texas, em- 
phasizes the importance 
of staying positive. "Think 
about where you want to 
go in this new chapter of 
life," she suggests. "Don't 
see your financial past as 
a mistake. Everything is a 
learning experience." 
Having an accountabil- 
ity partner to check in with 
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can also help keep you on 
track, says Rianka Dorsain- 
vil, a CFP in Maryland and 
co-CEO of 2050 Wealth 
Partners, a financial plan- 
ning firm. "Like with fitness, 
if we can count on one 
person checking in on us, 
we're more likely to be suc- 
cessful." 

5. PLAN FOR SOME FUN, 
TOO 

Budgeting for 2022 doesn't 
have to be a downer: 
You can also fit in some 
fun spending plans, which 
might include reconnect- 
ing with friends and family. 
"If you want to take a trip 
in August, think about the 
cost of the plane ticket, 
hotel and food," Dorsainvil 
says. 

lf it totals $3,000, then aim 
to start saving $375 a month 
through August. 

That way, she says, "You're 
being realistic and setting 
measurable goals" — two 
approaches that increase 
your chances of success.L) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 42 High 
1 Its true homes 

5 Liner parts 43 Porgy's 

10 Once love 
more 

12 Justice 
Kagan 

13 Botched 

15 Genesis 
name 

16 Guidebook 
feature 

17 High card 

18 Ready for 
the body 
shop 

20 Temple 
cabinets 

21 Shoplifted 

22 Exam 

23 Lawman 
Earp 

29 Wizard 

28 |g patient 

31 At any 
time 

32 Fool parts 

34 Camival 
city 

35 Flayor- 
boosting 
additive, 
for short 

36 Lyricist 
Gershwin 

3f Pierced 

400n— 
{rampag- 
ing) 

41 Rescued 
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DOWN 
1 Renowned 
2 Desert 
plants 
3 Rhythmic 
4 Even 
score 
S Like an 
abyss 
6 Overhead 
trains 
7 One 
of the 
Borgias 
8 Door 
sounds 
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Yesterday's answer 
117o wit 27 Crystal- 
14 Prepared filled 
to blow stones 
outthe 29Doe 
candles some 
19 Pisa sight shoplifting 
20 Top 30 TV show 
story 33 Beach bits 
24 Lively 25 The Red 
dances Planet 
26Singer = 48 “Dig in!” 
9 Most Ethel 39 Chemist's 
secure 26Takewing place 
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Yesterday's Crvptoquote: 
FOR CIVILIZATION TO 
WHILE THERE IS YOUTH IN 
HELEN KELLER 
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NASA’s new space telescope ‘hunky- 
dory’ after problems fixed 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — NASA’s huge, new 
space telescope is doing 
well more than a week af- 
ter liftoff, following a pair 
of problems overcome by 
ground controllers, officials 
said Monday. 

The tennis court-size sun- 
shield on the James Webb 
Space Telescope is now ful- 
ly open and in the process 
of being tightened. The 
operation should be com- 
plete by Wednesday. 

The $10 billion telescope 
the largest and most pow- 
erful astronomical observa- 
tory ever launched rock- 
eted away Christmas Day 
from French Guiana. Its 
sunshield and primary mir- 
ror had to be folded to fit 
into the European Ariane 
rocket. 

The sunshield is vital for 
keeping Webb's infrared- 
sensing instruments at sub- 
zero temperatures, as they 
scan the universe for the 
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This photo provided by NASA, the James Webb Space Telescope 
is separated in space on Saturday, Dec. 25, 2021. 
Associated Press 


first stars and galaxies, and 
examine the atmospheres 
of alien worlds for possible 
signs of life. 

Getting the sunshield ex- 
tended last Friday “was 
really a huge = achieve- 
ment for us,” said project 
manager Bill Ochs. All 107 
release pins opened prop- 
erly. 

But there have been a few 
obstacles. 

Flight controllers in Mary- 
land had to reset Webb's 
solar panel to draw more 
power. 

The observatory — consid- 
ered the successor to the 


aging Hubble Space Tele- 
scope was never in any 
danger, with a constant 
power flow, said Amy Lo, a 
lead engineer for the tele- 
scope’s prime contractor, 
Northrop Grumman. 

They also repointed the 
telescope to limit sunlight 
on six overheating motors. 
The motors cooled enough 
to begin securing the sun- 
shield, a three-day process 
that can be halted if the 
problem crops up again, 
officials said. 


“Everything is hunky-dory 


and doing well now,” Lo 
said. () 


Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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How to beach us! 


HTTA 

Are you Serios about selling 
your 

Time - share or Condo ? 
Contact Halley Time Travel 
Aruba 

36 years doing honest business 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week 1 room # 8201 
19 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Studio week 1 room # 3101 
31 weeks remain $8 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Ambassador wings 

Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom week 52 room # 
1235 

Week 53 in 2022 maintenance 
fees paid 

Price :$12 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 51 Room # 2530 
1 BR WK # 51 Room # 2314 
1 BR WK # 52 Room # 2314 
1 BR WK # 01 Room # 2522 
Price :$10 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm Beach 

1 BR WK # 52 room # 401 
25 weeks remain $ 12 K 

2 BR PH WK 01 room #770 
26 weeks remain $30 K 
Call : 011 -297 -630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR WK # 1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 

25 weeks remain on each 
Price: $18 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

1 BR WK #3,4,5 room # 4226 
25 weeks remain $ 9 K each 
2BRWK#4 Room# 
2359/2360 

25 weeks remain $18 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

2 BRWK# 51 room# 
2205/2206 

25 weeks remain 

Price: $18K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

2 BR WK# 3 Room # 
4215/4216 

23 weeks remain $18 K 

1 BR WK #5 room# 2321 
30 weeks remain $ 9 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle beach 

Studio WK # 5 room # 8105 
15 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Studio WK # 6 room #6202 
16 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

La cabana beach and casino 
Eagle beach 

1 BR WK # 51 room # 329 A 
Thursday check in $ 9 K 

1 BR WK # 7 room # 338 C 
Saturday check in $11 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle Beach 

3 Bedroom wk 51 and 52 room 
# 2548 

Price : $60 K both weeks 

3 Bedroom WK #51 room # 
1506 

Price : $30 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Condo For Sale 
Le Vent Eagle Beach 
3 BR 2 Bath 
Ground floor $800 K 
2 BR 2 Bath 
5 th floor $800 K 
Call : 011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House For Sale 

Spaans lagoon 

2 BR, 2 Bath Ocean view 
5 min walk to the water 
Price : $ 327 K 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Fixer upper 

Savaneta near Zee rover 
5 min walk to water 

4 Bedroom 3 bath 

Price :$280 K 

Call : 011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Great investment oppertunity 
32 appartment ready for airbnb 
With pool on Malmok near Ritz 
Carlton 

Price :$6 Million 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

For rent 

Divi village golf 

2 BR week 3 date :15 Jan to 22 
Jan 2022 

Price : $2000 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


214935 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k 
Week 15/1217 (10k 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 

214832 


Coweta 


Please keep 


your 


distance 


At3 
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HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle Beach 

1 BR WK # 2 Room # 2579 

1 BR WK # 3 and 4 room # 3556 
Price : $9 K each 

2 BR WK # 2 ,3,4 room # 3508 
Price : $ 18 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle beach 

3 BR WK# 5 and 6 room # 1550 
Price : $20 K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf Club 

Palm Beach 

Platinum Plus 

2 BR WK 51 and 52 O.F.$160 K 
2 BR WK 51 and 52 O.S $55 K 
each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 

Platinum 
2BRG.V.$16K 
2BRO.V.$17K 
2BRO.S.$18K 

2 BR O.F. $ 25K 

3 BR O.V $ 28K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm beach 

2 BR O-F. $28 K 

2 BR O.V. $18 K 
1BROF$13K 

1 BROV.$ 11K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo For Sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

Golf course Ocean View 
Community gate 

3 BR with 2 1 /2 bath 

Fully Furnished with Garge 
Price : $ 450 K 

Call :011-297 -630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo For Sale 

Gold coast 

Cuminity gate 

2 BR 2 Bath $280 K 

3 BR 3 Bath $480 K 

2 BR 2 Bath with pool $ 385 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HEALTH 


vr 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle (Maria) Tel. 585 8145 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 5242424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


(Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


- ' | 
“= 4 
PFUuCCVMOOKR 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Glass Animals ride the slow-burning 'Heat Waves' to Grammys 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Hospitals 
aren't usually incubators 
of great music, but in the 
case of English indie-pop 
band Glass Animals, one 
member's medical emer- 
gency led to a breakout al- 
bum and a Grammy nomi- 
nation. 

Drummer Joe Seaward was 
struck by a truck in 2018 
while riding his bike in Dub- 
lin, leaving him fighting for 
his life. Dave Bayley, the 
quartet's songwriter, singer 
and producer, spent long 
hours next to his friend in 
the hospital, the future un- 
certain under the harsh flo- 
rescent lights. 

"Hospitals are weird places, 
and | think because of that, 
they make you feel very 
nostalgic. You're looking for 
comfort in the past. So that 
was the kind of beginnings 
of the album," Bayley says. "l 
started writing down these 
memories and searching 
for more memories, and 
some of them were great. 
Some of them are really un- 
comfortable." 

The album that emerged 
was the deeply personal 
"Dreamland," rooted in Bai- 
ley's past. There are play- 
fully references to Scoo- 
by-Doo, Fruit Loops, Pepsi 
Blue and Mr. Miyagi, but 
also a song about domes- 
tic abuse ("Domestic Bliss") 
and a tune about an old 
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Members of the group Glass Animals, from left, Edmund Irwin-Singer, Joe Seaward, Dave Bayley 
and Drew MacFarlane appear at the Mercury Prize 2017 awards in London on Sept. 14, 2017. 


friend who planned but 
never pulled off a school 
shooting ("Space Ghost 
Coast to Coast"). 

The standout single is "Heat 
Waves," a hypnotic, hazy 
tune that honors a depart- 
ed friend whose birthday 
brings grief each passing 
June. It was a slow-moving 
hit, reaching the top 10 of 
Billboard's Hot 100 after 42 
weeks on the chart, the 
longest climb to the top 
10 in U.S. chart history. The 
song has earned over 1 
billion streams on Spotify, 
landing it in the company 
of "Levitating" by Dua Lipa 


and "Dynamite" by BTS. 
"Dreamland' was made 
before we ever knew 
about COVID-19, but if was 
born in period of personal 
turbulence for Dave and 
the band — in the wake of 
Joe's accident," says Amy 
Morgan, the band's man- 
ager. 

“Heat Waves,’ for example, 
is a very personal love song 
about loss, but it connect- 
ed because | think it cap- 
tures a very universal sense 
of loss — which is at the 
forefront of all of our hearts 
at the moment, sadly." 
Glass Animals also snagged 
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a Grammy Award nomina- 
tion for best new artist, even 
if that's a little curious for a 
band whose debut album 
came out in 2014. Later 
this month, they'll compete 
against the likes of Olivia 
Rodrigo, Saweetie, Finneas, 
Japanese Breakfast, The 
Kid Laroi and Arlo Parks. The 
band has also bagged two 
Brit Award nominations. 
Bayley believes some of 
the success of the album is 
due to the pandemic. Find- 
ing the future bleak, many 
listeners looked for comfort 
in the past — like he had 
done back in the hospital. 


"They were in a similar po- 
sition to the position that | 
was in when | wrote a lot of 
this record," he says. "Every- 
one was stuck inside. They 
were listening to the music 
they grew up with. They 
were eating the food that 
they grew up with it. They 
were seeking comfort in 
those situations and reliving 
these memories because 
they can't be out creating 
new ones as well." 

The confessional roots of 
"Dreamland" were actually 
sown on the band's last al- 
bum, "How to Be a Human 
Being," which saw Bailey 
write each song from the 
perspective of someone 
else. The last one, "Agnes," 
was about a friend of the 
band who died by suicide. 
It was Bayley's most per- 
sonal song and marked a 
change in his songwriting. 
He didn't want to put it on 
the album. He played it for 
the rest of the band, who 
quickly insisted it be on the 
album. Fans later wrote let- 
ters saying how much the 
song meant to them and 
that gave Bayley courage 
to turn more inward. 

"That response gave me a 
lot of confidence to write 
more personal things," he 
says. 'The songs that have 
meant the most to me by 
my favorite writers is when 
they speak about some- 
thing personal and it makes 
you feel less alone."() 


New hi-tech photo brings Rembrandt's ‘Night Watch' up close 


A microscopic image enlarging a 4x6 millimeter part of the 
painting on Rembrandt's Night Watch, which will be restored 
next year in the public eye, is seen on a screen next to the 
painting at the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Tues- 


day, Oct. 16, 2018. 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — Rem- 


Associated Press 


brandt van_ Rijn's 


iconic 


and huge painting "The 
Night Watch" is now also a 
supersized museum photo 
delivered right to your lap- 
top in unsurpassed detail. 

The Amsterdam Rijksmuse- 
um on Monday put on its 
digital portal what it called 
"the most detailed pho- 
tograph of any artwork" 
ready for assessment by 
scientists and art lovers 
alike. 

It is expected to draw 
widespread interest espe- 
cially since the museum is 
closed because of coro- 
navirus measures. 

The 717-gigapixel photo 
allows viewers to zoom in 
on Captain Frans Banninck 
Cocq and see how the 
17th-century master put 


the tiniest of white dots in 
his eyes to give life to the 
painting's main character. 
It also shows the minute 
cracks in his pupils, brought 
on by the passage of time. 
The real canvas measures 
379.5 x 453.5 centimeters 
(149.4 x178.5 inches) can- 
vas and each pixel rep- 
resents 5 micrometers or 
0.005 square millimeters. 

Apart from simply showing 
the dazzling detail, it will 
also help researchers re- 
store the work and assess 
its aging process over time. 
The Night Watch will be 
removed from its wooden 
stretcher in two weeks 
and placed on a new one 
to remove rippling that 
was caused when the 


world famous painting was 
housed in a temporary gal- 
lery while the Rijksmuseum 
underwent major renova- 
tions from 2003-2013. 

The oil-on-canvas painting 
depicts a group of Amster- 
dam civil militia and shows 
off Rembrandt's renowned 
use of light and composi- 
tion to create a dynamic 
scene filled with charac- 
ters. 

The painting has under- 
gone many restorations 
over its existence. It was 
placed on its present 
wooden stretcher in 1975. 
Once the painting has 
been re-stretched, the mu- 
seum will decide whether 
further restoration work. is 
needed.) 


By TOM WITHERS 

AP Sports Writer 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Once 
Ricky Rubio was lost for 
the season, the Cleveland 
Cavaliers knew it would 
take someone special to 
take his spot. 

They needed a playmaking 
guard with experience, in- 
telligence and competitive 
toughness. 

Rajon Rondo checked ev- 
ery box. 

Cleveland completed its 
acquisition of the 35-year- 
old Rondo on Monday, fi- 
nalizing its trade with the 
Los Angeles Lakers in what 
eventually became a 
three-team deal involving 
the New York Knicks. 

In the swap, the Knicks re- 
ceive guard Denzel Val- 
entine from the Cavaliers 
along with the draft rights 
to international prospects 
Wang Zhelin and Brad 
Newley and cash from 
the Lakers. Los Angeles re- 
ceives the draft rights to 
Louis Labeyrie from New 
York. 

A four-time All-Star and 
twice an NBA champion, 
Rondo, who was barely 
playing with the Lakers, is 
joining an improved Cleve- 
land team that has risen 
from doormat to playoff 
contender. 

The Cavs are 21-15 and fifth 
in the Eastern Conference 
after going 22-50 last sea- 
son. 

"He's excited about it," 
Cleveland coach J.B. Bick- 
erstaff said of Rondo, who 
was averaging only 9.3 
minutes per game in LA. 
"Our guys have provided 
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Cavaliers land Rondo from Lakers to offset loss of Rubio 


Los Angeles Lakers guard Rajon Rondo (4) stands during the first half of a preseason NBA basket- 
ball game against the Golden State Warriors in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021. 


excitement around the 
league and people see the 
growth in our guys and the 
style of play and he's look- 
ing forward to it. 

"He's one of the most com- 
petitive guys that I've seen 
since I've been around 
and he wants to help this 
team and he wants to go 
compete, so he's not satis- 
fied with not playing. He's 
a good teammate, obvi- 
ously. He wants come here. 
He wants to get on the floor 
and he wants to contrib- 
ute and help our team be- 
come a better team." 
Rondo was recently side- 
lined after a positive CO- 
VID-19 test but has cleared 
NBA health and safety pro- 
tocols. It's not yet known 
when he'll join the Cava- 
liers, who are still working 


through some logistics with 
him. 

Cleveland hosts Memphis 
on Tuesday before begin- 
ning a six-game, nine-day 
trip in Portland on Thursday. 
Losing the invaluable Rvu- 
bio to a torn anterior cru- 
ciate ligament is a blow 
for the Cavs. The 31-year- 
old's impact in less than a 
half-season with Cleveland 
was profound whether as 
a mentor to young starting 
point guard Darius Garland 
or his solid leadership on 
and off the floor. 

Rondo has many of those 
same attributes — and a 
similar game — to Rubio's, 
and Bickerstaff believes 
his addition will offset the 
loss from becoming over- 
whelming. 

"He can make everyone on 
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the floor around him bet- 
ter," Bickerstaff said. "And 
that's what we're excited 
about, his ability to play 
with all of our guys — from 
Darius to our big guys — he 
can make all of their jobs 
easier and that's what we 
need." 

Rondo, who won titles with 
the Celtics in 2008 and Lak- 
ers in 2020, also has a fierce 
attitude that fits in nicely. 

A major part of the Cava- 
liers' success this season has 
been their intensity. They've 
simply played harder, out- 
working teams to get an 
edge. 

"That's kind of who we've 
been trying to be the whole 
year," forward Lauri Mark- 
kanen said. "Whenever you 
add a guy who is as com- 
petitive as he is, it's going to 


be a good thing for us. Ob- 
viously, he can do a lot of 
stuff other than compete, 
so it's going to be good to 
add such a competitive, 
smart player." 

Rondo has averaged 9.8 
points, 8.0 assists and 4.6 
rebounds in 16-plus sea- 
sons with eight teams. He 
has led the league in assists 
three times, been an All- 
Defensive Team selection 
four times and started 105 
playoff games. 

"He's one of those guys that 
you have a ton of respect 
for, and what you respect 
most is his mind," Bickerstaff 
said. "When you're watch- 
ing a guy orchestrate a 
game as a fan of basket- 
ball, that's what you love to 
see. 

"You love to see a guy be 
able to dictate and control 
the game and manipulate 
a game at all facets. He 
does that on both ends of 
the floor. You talk about his 
edge and his competition 
level, those are the guys 
you appreciate and re- 
spect the most." 

NOTES: F Isaac Okoro 
could miss three weeks 
with a sprained left elbow 
suffered in Sunday's win 
over Indiana. Okoro, who 
was out earlier this sea- 
son with a hamstring injury 
and recently in the league 
health and safety proto- 
cols, got hurt when he ran 
into a screen set by Pac- 
ers big man Domantas Sa- 
bonis in the first half. One of 
Cleveland's best defend- 
ers, Okoro is averaging 9.0 
points and 3.6 rebounds in 
27 games.L) 


Shiffrin returns to World Cup after 


ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — Mi- 
kaela Shiffrin is set to return 
to the women's World Cup 
at a slalom on Tuesday, 
eight days after she an- 
nounced she tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19 and was 
forced out of two technical 
races in Austria last week. 
Shiffrin had a negative test 
on Monday afternoon be- 
fore the American's name 
appeared on the official 
start list for the race re- 
leased by the International 
Ski Federation. 

"See you tomorrow, Za- 


greb," Shiffrin wrote on Ins- 
tagram. 

Shiffrin, who has won the 
event four times since 2013, 
will wear bib No. 7. The first 
run starts at 12:30 p.m. local 
time (1130 GMT); the sec- 
ond run at 4:05 p.m. (1505 
GMT), and this course will 
be set by Shiffrin's coach, 


Mike Day. 
However, Shiffrin's Ameri- 
can teammate, Nina 


O'Brien, is among a group 
of racers missing Tuesday's 
race as the coronavirus is 
increasingly affecting the 


women's circuit, less than 
five weeks before the Bei- 


jing Olympics. 
The group sidelined for 
Tuesday's race also _ in- 


cludes at least three Swiss 
skiers -- Camille Rast, Aline 
Danioth and Mélanie Meil- 
lard -- as well as two Austri- 
ans, a Norwegian, and an 
Italian. 

One of the Austrians, 
Franziska Gritsch, said in 
November it was her '"per- 
sonal decision" not to get 
vaccinated against the 
coronavirus. 


recovering from virus 


She was not allowed to 
travel to the Nov. 27-28 
tech races in Killington, Ver- 
mont, for that reason. 

Shiffrin missed a giant sla- 
lom and a slalom in Lienz 
last week but remained 
in the lead of the overall 
World Cup standings, 93 
points ahead of Sofia Gog- 
gia. The Italian speed spe- 
cialist, who has not com- 
peted in slalom for five 
years, is absent in Croatia. 
Petra Vilhova, who is Shif- 
frin's main rival in slalom, 
won the race in Austria last 


week and increased her 
lead over the American in 
the discipline standings to 
120 points after four of nine 
races. 

Vlhova, who will open the 
slalom on Tuesday, has 
won the floodlit race in Za- 
greb for the past two years. 
No spectators will be al- 
lowed at the race on 
the outskirts of the Croa- 
tian capital, which usu- 
ally is among the best-vis- 
ited races on the women's 
calendar.) 
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